
Flee Map (purpose: to show processes or chronology, where steps / 
events are also categories)

RULE: Finish a box before drawing another
RULE: Use arrows and squares, not bubbles
RULE: Top row boxes contain events

skim 
background 
information

SPEAKER: who’s 
talking?

read & 
highlight the 

text

identify thesis 
& rhetorical 

structure

OCCASION: 
what’s the event?

AUDIENCE: 
who’s listening? 

hint: check the 
speaker’s LEVEL 

OF DICTION 
(formal or informal? 

academic? 
colloquial? jargon 

or slang? vulgarity? 
cliche?)PURPOSE: do 

they tell you the 
author’s reason for 
issuing this thesis?

HIGHLIGHT: 
strong connotation 

words

read & mark 
the prompt

CIRCLE: all 
command verbs

IDENTIFY: which 
thinking map(s) 
will be needed?

TYPE OF TEXT: DNA: 
descriptive, narrative, 

argumentative, or a 
hybrid?

STRUCTURE: Do you 
see structure in the text 

(cause / effect, chronology, 
plot, simple to complex, 
complex to simple, order 
of importance)? Do you 

see patterns in the text’s 
ETHOS, PATHOS, and 

LOGOS?

IRONY: Do you see irony? 
If so, how does it fit?

QUALIFICATION: 
Does the author 

acknowledge 
opposing 

arguments?

BIAS: Does the 
author try to hide 

his/her bias?

PURPOSE: Based 
on all this, what is 
the author’s reason 

for posing this 
thesis? Be able to 
explain how the 

different pieces of 
the rhetorical 

structure support 
the purpose. 



identify tone

TONE: author’s 
attitude toward 

subject matter. Is it 
positive or 

negative? Personal 
or impersonal? 

Calm or hysterical 
or somewhere in 

between? 
Accusatory or 
apologetic or 

neither? Try to find 
the right word(s). 
How does the 

tone support the 
purpose? 

identify type 
of diction

TYPE OF DICTION: the 
language throughout: 

objective or subjective? 
figurative or literal? 

connotative or denotative? 
verbose or terse or neither? 
ACTIVE OR PASSIVE? 

overstated, understated, or 
neither? concrete or 

abstract? ornate or plain or 
somewhere in between? 

cacophonous or euphonious 
or neither? How does the 
type of diction support 

the purpose? 

LEVEL OF DICTION: you 
already looked at this! Now: 
How does the level of 

diction support the 
purpose? 

identify 
devices of 

diction

DEVICES OF 
DICTION: Do you 
see patterns? What 
do the devices serve 
to emphasize in the 

text? How do the 
devices connect to 

other aspects of the 
text? How do the 

devices of diction 
support the 
purpose? 

identify 
patterns in 
the syntax

SYNTAX: Where are the 
periodic sentences? Consider 

sentence length, and 
structure: compound / 
complex / simple, verb 
placement, parallelism, 

balance.  How does the 
syntax support the 

purpose? 

create a 
thinking map 
essay plan

CHECK THE PROMPT: 
Make sure the thinking map

(s) you’ve chosen support 
the command verb(s) and 

that your thesis answers the 
prompt!  


